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From Your Administrative 
Interim Co-Pastors

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness─ on them light has shined.

–Isaiah 9:2

  Christmas is a joyful time of year for most folks, a time for happy family get-togethers, a time 
filled with pleasant memories of Christmas past. Many of us are looking forward to a wonderful 
Christmas with loved ones. Christmas is a time for celebrating, because the light of Christ has come 
into the world.
  But there are many for whom this is a dark time of life for any number of reasons. For some it's 
the first Christmas after a loved one has died, or after a broken relationship. Some memories of 
Christmas past are painful. Some families, if they get together, are not happy. Some family budgets 
won't allow much of a celebration. And this year will be the second Christmas of the covid-19 era, which 
doesn’t seem to be going away.
  It is no coincidence that Christmas comes during the darkest time of year. The date was 
deliberately chosen with that in mind. No one knows when Jesus' birthday really was. In the 400s AD 
when Christians decided to have a festival for the birth of Jesus, they could have chosen any day of the 
year. One reason they chose December 25 is that it's during the time when, in the northern 
hemisphere, the days are shortest, the nights longest, and the weather coldest. They chose this time of 
year, because it's a good time to celebrate the true meaning of the birth of Jesus.
  One of the Bible's names for Jesus is Immanuel (or Emanuel). The name means "God-with-us." 
In Jesus Christ, God became a human being, one of us. Jesus promises to be with us. He promises to 
be God-with-us throughout our lives. Jesus is God-with-us especially when our lives are at their darkest 
and coldest.
  God could have chosen to come into the world as any sort of human being anywhere in the 
world he wanted to. It is no coincidence that he came as a baby for whom there was no room in the 
usual places for babies, or that he was born to a poor woman, in an unstable family situation, among a 
people who were enduring a dark time in their history, in a place that was not particularly important to 
world affairs.
  Jesus promises to be with us all the time, but most especially in the dark and cold times of our 
lives. And he promises to be with us through and beyond the cold, dark times, too. He is with us to heal, 
to bless, to forgive, to reconcile, to comfort, to make whole. He is with us to raise us out of our darkness 
and coldness to new life, and at the end, to raise us out of the darkness and coldness of the grave to 
live forever with him.
  As you prepare for your celebration of the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ, let this Christmas be 
a time for Christ to be born anew in your heart.  We pray God's richest blessings for you and yours as 
we all stand in awe before the mystery of Immanuel, God with us, a baby in a manger, born to give his 
life for the salvation of the world.
  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. –Isaiah 9:6

 Peace and blessings!

       Pastors Steve & Evelyn Weston



Join Winter Lifelong Faith 
Formation Classes

The synod offers a Lifelong Faith 
Formation program for adults who 
want to grown in faith and spirit as 
they learn together. Meeting online 
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via Zoom, classes range in duration from two 
sessions to ten weekly meetings. Here’s a preview 
of the 202 winter schedule:

● Introduction to Biblical Hebrew - Sunday 
evenings with Pastor Nicole Hanson Lynn

● The Samuel Series: Prayer and the 
Spiritual Life - Monday mornings, 
facilitated by Barb Ojibway, Pastor Lee 
Goodwin, and Pastor Jon Magnuson.

● The Big Picture Bible Discussion - 
Tuesday evenings, coordinated by Susan 
Anderson and Jeff Henquinet

● Anishinaabe Culture - Up to three evening 
sessions beginning on Thursday, Jan. 27, 
coordinated by Denise Cadeau Dean of 
Anishinaabe Studies at Keweenaw Bay 
Ojibwa Community College.

● Ezekiel Bible Study - Wednesday evenings 
with Pastor Tommy Richter (this second 
class in the series will cover chapters 25-48)

● Dialogue with the Islamic Resource 
Group - Coordinated by Pastor Christina 
Forsythe, on two evenings, Thursday, Jan 
20 and Friday, Jan 21

Finlandia's Anniversary Celebration
Check out a weekend of activities December 3-5 in celebration of Finlandia's 125th Anniversary.  
Come for a Jonathan Rundman concert, special lectures, and a celebration worship service at 
Gloria Dei. Check out their website for more details! During the church clean out, a very old 
photograph from the old National Mine Church of John Nikander, who was the founder of the 
Suomi Synod, was found. The frame was broken, but the pieces were in a baggie taped to the 
back. Finlandia has a building named after him, so Faith has decided to gift this portrait of 
Nikander to Finlandia during their anniversary celebration. Bishop Katherine Finegan will be 
attend this event and will do the presentation.

“Faithful Innovations”
Learning Communities of Jesus

For Laity, Pastors, Deacons and Licensed Lay 
Ministers of the Northern Great Lakes Synod

Announcing the 3rd Cohort Group
Online or in person training options

● Helping people connect with God, each 
other, and their neighbors.

● Dwelling in the Word and listening exercise.
● Solid training in a cohort model with 

accountability and coaching support.
● Affirming the role of lay people in our 

congregations.
● Broadening your perspective beyond mere 

“maintenance”.

Training Schedule and Themes for Cohort #3

1st Training via Zoom only--Sat., Jan. 22
“Tracing God’s Movement in our Lives and Neighborhoods”
11 am - 2:30 pm [30-minute lunch break]

2nd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune 
Lake Lutheran Camp--Sat., Mar 5
“Learning by Doing: Using Action Learning to Discover God’s 
Leading”--11 am - 4:00 pm [60-minute lunch break]

3rd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune 
Lake Lutheran Camp--Sat., May 21
“Sharing our Learning: Intentional Reflections on Our 
Actions”--11 am - 4:00 pm [60-minute lunch break]

If you are interested in participating in this Cohort, 
please let Dede Caplett know. If you would like to 
learn more about this learning process or hear 
testimonials go to: www.ngls.org/faithful-innovations

https://www.finlandia.edu/125thanniversary/?fbclid=IwAR0wg6I6qhNx1nVfefqUhKCSUhYBRoOZ4Espv344eqaYC_Eh922vjSN0Vok


Sunday Worship
9:00 am @ Trinity

10:45 am Worship and
Sunday School [K-6th] @ Faith
Radio Broadcast GTO 97.5 FM

Facebook Live
 

Worship services can be found on Facebook Live 
and will broadcast on radio station GTO 97.5 FM. To 
support the radio broadcast, mark donation for 
Radio Broadcast along with any dedication to your 
church offering. Each broadcast is $90.

The recommendation of the Faith/Trinity Reopening 
Task Force is mask wearing for those who are 
unvaccinated, sanitizing, and social distancing. 
Coffee fellowship will follow the service. Please sign 
up to serve.

Bulletins are available Sunday mornings at the 
church. If you would like one by mail, call the church 
office. Bulletins are also available on the church’s 
website.

Zoom or Phone
Thursday—see calendar 

for time
Saturday @ 9 am

Contact Pastor Stacy for the 
information and link.

All Are Welcome!

Monthly Prayer Calendar
1 On this World AIDS Day, pray for all who live with 
AIDS and those who love them and the medical 
teams who continue to treat patients and search for 
a cure. 
2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of 
their ordination this month: LaVonne Stephenson 
(12/3), Lisa Ubbelohde (12/6), Matthew Deames 
(12/15), Andrew Plocher (12/17), and Bucky Beach 
(12/21). 
3 Pray for our Candidacy Committee as they meet 
today, for all candidates for rostered ministry as they 
continue their preparation for serving God’s people, 
and for Bishop Katherine Finegan as she leads our 
committee members. 
4 Pray for pastors and deacons who celebrate their 
birthdays this month: Noreen Stevens (12/4), Kelly 
Ylitalo (12/8), Evelyn Weston (12/16), David 
Johnson (12/18), and John Kuziej (12/20). 
5 Second Sunday of Advent … Stir up our hearts, 
Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming, give to all the people of the world 
knowledge of your salvation. Amen. Pray for Pastor 
Catie Ford and Faith Lutheran Church, Three Lakes, 
WI, as she is installed as their pastor this afternoon. 
6 Pray for all rostered leaders as they study worship 
texts today and during this season of anticipation, 
longing, and waiting for the return of our Lord. 
7 Pray for the members of Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Church, Columbia, MD; All Saints Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, MD; Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, MD; and Ascension Lutheran Church, 
Towson, MD. 
8 Pray for the members of Mbezi Beach Lutheran 
Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and their NGLS 
partner congregation, Eden Lutheran Church, 
Munising. 
9 Pray for Wade Crevier and all Seminary Students 
as they finish the Fall Semester. 
10 Pray for families who experience brokenness at a 
time when our culture shares and celebrates images 
of happiness and wholeness. 
11 Pray for those who are incarcerated and their 
families as they prepare for the holidays apart from 
those they love. 
12 Third Sunday of Advent … Stir up the wills of 
your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 
the preaching of John, that rejoicing in your 
salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
repentance. Amen. 
13 Pray for church choirs and musicians as they 
share their special gifts with us during this holy 
season – sometimes in new and extraordinary ways.

 Continued on page 9

(I think this would be good to include whose 
preaching each week in Dec. newsletter)

Quad-Parish Advent services will be held at Bethel 
on Dec 1, 8, 15, 22 at 6:30 pm. Fellowship will begin 

at 5:45 pm. Each church will host a week, but the 
location will be at Bethel every week.

Advent host church & pastor:
Dec. 1 - Bethany, Pastor Bruce Thorsen
Dec. 8 - Bethel, Pastor Steve Weston
Dec. 15 - Faith, Pastor Evelyn Weston
Dec. 22 - Trinity, Bishop Katherine Finegan

Trinity @ 6 pm
Faith @ 8 pm

Combined Sunday  
School Christmas 

Program Practices
Sundays 11:00 am 

@ Faith
Sunday School 

Christmas Program 
Dec. 19 @ 10:45 am

@ Faith
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Council Highlights from November

● The following balances from Memorial Fund of August & 
Ellen Helsten ($50.00) and Judy Helsten ($20.00) will be 
moved to Operating to defray the cost of the radio 
broadcast.

● It was noted that the Pastor Discretionary and Thrivent 
Choice funds are available at Pastors’ discretionary use, 
not requiring any council approval. 

● Native American Sunday, Nov 21 -- moved to Jan 16 due 
to the time required to learn music and decide on the 
liturgy.

● Advent midweek worship services volunteers -- Kathy 
Richards will read, still need a crucifer for Dec 15.

● Christmas Eve service -- 8 pm.
● Carpet cleaning has been completed downstairs. Need 

to look at replacing the carpet at the landing of the stairs, 
and lower entryway in three years.

● Church painting--stairwell wall and stairwell remain to be 
painted upstairs. Then painting will move downstairs. 

● Church pews have been claimed and are out of 
Johnson’s barn.

● Church divider walls have all been claimed and are gone 
from property.

● Church sign update--Kathy met with Jim Harmala to 
review progress. He has purchased the cedar and 
assembled the sign body. After the next review, Kathy 
will provide a drawing or photo of the proposed lettering 
layout.

● Snow plowing plan--under contract with Moyle beginning 
Nov. 1 to plow when it snows 3” or more throughout the 
week. Moyle is aware of the early Sunday need to plow.

● Church clean out went well. Freed up some much 
needed storage space. Items in the pastor’s office will be 
photographed and posted on Facebook Marketplace and 
other online sites for donation/sale.

● Choir loft pews--Carol Cox will measure the area for new 
furniture that would include a storage credenza and 
chairs. She will approve any furniture selected to be sure 
it will work in the choir area more effectively. Pews will 
be removed at a future date and advertised for removal.

● Folding chair storage--will be in the men’s restroom for 

Council Meeting
Dec 9

@ 6 pm

Church Council Vacancies
The church council is looking for two members 

to fill current vacancies. If interested in this 
ministry, please contact any council member or 

the church office. The council meets on the 
second Thursday of each month at 6 pm. (I 

think we can remove this announcement for now 
until we get closer to the annual meeting. Kathy) 

Thank You!!!  Norma 
Denney, Lois Ombrello, 
and Barb Carlson for 
your help with the church 
newsletter mailing. 
Thank you to Marilee 
Koval, Carol Cox, Laura 
Korte, Marcia 
Anderson, Irene Kind-

Preserving Faith’s History
Interested in preserving historical records? If so, 
there are documents that need to be digitized. 
Don’t know how? There is someone who can teach 
you what you need to know. Please see Dede if 
you are interested in helping.

strand, Robyn Stille, Vic Cox, Kurt Penrose 
for helping clean out the church and removing 
divider walls from the fellowship hall and 
getting everything organized.

lack of other storage space. Four ripped 
padded chairs can be placed on Facebook 
Marketplace for free.

● Proposed Budget 2022 -- Laura updated a 
proposed budget, initial discussions were 
held regarding potential increases in the 
rate of pay for the tech positions, secretarial 
and treasurer positions. Based on feedback 
from other local churches, she stated that 
the rate of pay for the organists is fine at its 
current rate.

● The four Lutheran churches in Ishpeming 
are having joint services at Bethel Lutheran 
Church for Thanksgiving and the midweek 
Advent services. To share in the expenses, 
a motion was made by Donna Kroon-Harris, 
seconded by Kathy Richards to send Bethel 
$45 for the Thanksgiving Eve service and 
pay for pulpit supply on Dec. 15. Pastor 
Evelyn will be preaching.

● The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 pm, 
concluding with The Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Dede Caplett
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Trinity’s Mission

Trinity Lutheran Church will, by the grace of God, 
faithfully witness to God’s love through prayer, 
worship, and support of others and encourage 

Spirit-led growth within the church, the 
community, and the world.

Next Council
 Meeting:
Dec. 21

@ 6:00 pm

Community Outreach
 

If you have any ideas how the congregation of 
Trinity can help our community stay strong, i.e. 
calling shut-ins, reading to the elderly, donating 
blankets to homeless shelters, etc. please let us 
know. You can call the church or Kathy Koski at 

906-486-8637 with your suggestions.

Online Giving through Vanco
If you are interested in online giving it is easy to sign 
up. How it works:

1. Visit the Vanco site either through the QR Scan or 
the link on the church website.

2. Sign Up  for either a bank account or credit card.
3. Choose this to be reoccurring or a one time 

donation.
4. Submit the request.

Once you sign up, Trinity will 
receive notification of your 
donation and your envelope 
number will be credited for the 
donation. Weekly and monthly 
statements are sent to Trinity 
and the donation is deposited 
on the day you chose while 
signing up. It is that simple.

Thank you to all who have signed up already. 
Trinity appreciates your contributions to God’s Work 
in Ishpeming. Questions: See Melissa

     Council Highlights
● Council reviewed the budget for 2022 and 

referred back to the Finance Ministry.
● Trinity will be hosting the coffee fellowship 

before the December 22nd Advent Service at 
Bethel beginning at 5:45 p.m. Please contact 
the office if you can provide a treat to share.

● Christmas Eve worship of carols and scripture 
will be held at 6:00 p.m. If you are interested 
in reading a scripture verse, please contact 
the office.

Many thanks to 
Lori Syrjala, Jan 
Grove, & Mary 

Johnson for their 
continued help with 

the newsletter 
mailing!
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November Counters
10/3 - 
10/10 -
10/17 - 
10/24 - 
10/31 - 

Reminders

● Please contact the church office with 
anything you would like to include in 
the newsletter!

●

Thank you to Jan Grove for 
keeping the fellowship hall 

decorated. Many thanks to Lori 
Syrjala, Jan Grove, and Mary 

Johnson for their continued help 
with the newsletter mailing!

Snow Shoveler Needed!
Trinity has an opening for a 

person to shovel snow in front of 
the building entrances this winter. 

This is a paid position. Anyone 
interested should call the office.

The New Free Store Donation Cart
Trinity will be collecting items to donate to 

The New Free Store each month.

Requested Items for December:

● Laundry Soap
● Dish Soap
● Bars of Soap

A Huge Thank You To…
everyone who helped make the 

November Soup Luncheon a 
success! Your help was very 

much appreciated.

    CONGRATULATIONS!!
Congratulations to Tracey Tippett, besides being named 
the 2021 Marquette County Veteran of the Year, she is 
also the 2021 STATE OF MICHIGAN Veteran of the 
Year. These are both tremendous honors for her and 
her family and they are all extremely proud of her. 
Congratulations and we wish you continued success in 
helping out in the Veteran Community. 

Family & friends of
Shirley Langsford 
&  Eileen Peterson
we mourn with you.

Christmas Baskets
If you would like to request a 
Christmas basket for you or 

someone that you know 
please contact the church 

office before Monday, 
December 6th.

All submissions for the 
annual report should be 
in the office by Saturday, 

January 15, 2022. 

Trinity’s annual meeting 
will be held on Sunday, 

February 6 at noon.

Annual Report Deadline

150th Anniversary Celebration
Anyone interested in planning the 
delayed anniversary celebration 
should contact Peter Johnson.

Christmas Decorating
We will be decorating the 

church for Christmas at 10:30 
am on Saturday, December 4th. 

Anyone that is interested is 
invited to attend. 

Christmas Eve Radio Sponsorship Forms
If you would like to help sponsor the broadcast of our 
Christmas Eve worship service, we will have forms for 
you to fill out at the church and a copy on the website if 

you would like to print your own. Please return your 
completed form and donation to the church office.
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      through Vanco for FAITH
If you are interested in online giving, it is easy to sign 
up. How it works:
1. Visit the Vanco site either through the QR Scan or the 

link on the church website.
2. Sign Up with Vanco for an account.
3. Designate the amount and funds. Add your 

information for either a bank account or credit card.
4. Choose this to be reoccurring or a one time donation.
5. Submit the request.

Once you sign up, Faith will 
receive notification of your 
donation and your account is 
credited for the donation. 
Weekly and monthly 
statements are sent to Faith 
and the donation is deposited 
on the day you chose while 
signing up. It is that simple.
Thank you to all who have signed up already. Faith 
appreciates your contributions to God’s Work.
Questions: Contact Robyn.

Coffee Hour
We encourage you to follow CDC safety 
guidelines during these gatherings. Hand 
sanitizer will be available. Sign up if you 
are interested in serving.

If you are interested in online giving it is easy to sign up. 
How it works:

1. Visit the Vanco site either through the QR Scan or the 
link on the church website.

2. Sign Up  for either a bank account or credit card.
3. Choose this to be reoccurring or a one time donation.
4. Submit the request.

Once you sign up, Trinity will 
receive notification of your 
donation and your envelope 
number will be credited for the 
donation. Weekly and monthly 
statements are sent to Trinity 
and the donation is deposited 
on the day you chose while 
signing up. It is that simple.

Thank you to all who have signed up already. 
Trinity appreciates your contributions to God’s 
Work in Ishpeming. Questions: See Ashley Price..

Online Giving for TRINITY

Families & friends of Betty Achatz, 
Helen Grzenia, Geraldine Harrison, 
Jeri Lynn Champion, Todd 
Kari, Jane Walsh, Lynn 
Hill, and Dennis SalmerWhat Can Church Members 

Do For The New Free Store?
The New Free Store provides 
clothing, bedding, hygiene, and 
cleaning supplies at no cost to 
people experiencing a financial 
burden. We can help by: 

● Give a one time financial donation
● Donate cleaning and hygiene products
● Volunteer your time at The New Free Store
● Share their mission with friends and family
● Ask your social action or social ministry 

committee to donate
● Become a sustaining Friend of the Free Store 

by giving annually
● Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars to the store or 

hosting a fundraiser through Thrivent

Radio Broadcast 
GTO 97.5 FM
If you would like to sponsor a 
radio broadcast of Faith or 

We hold in prayer...those ill, convalescing, 
grieving or in need: Faith: Cheryl Salmer, 
Brandon, Anna & Sandy, Gina, Johnny, Bobbie J., 
Ursula, Carol, Tom, Dee Kautz, Bobbie H., Ricky, 
Robbie, Dennis Lakari, Ralph & Marie, Danette, 
Joe, Mark P., Tim, the families of Helen Pepin 
Grezina, Betty Achatz, Geraldine Harrison, Jeri 
Lynn Champion, and Dennis Salmer.

Continued on page 9

Trinity’s Sunday Service, you can add it to the 
Offering with Radio Broadcast noted on the 
envelope. The cost is $90.
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December
Scriptures First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel

December 5
2nd Sunday of 

Advent
Malachi 3:1-4 Luke 1:68-79 Philippians 1:3-11 Luke 3:1-6

December 12
3rd Sunday of Advent Zephaniah 3:14-20 Isaiah 12:2-6 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:7-18

December 19
4th Sunday of 

Advent
Micah 5:2-5a Luke 1:46b-55 Hebrews 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-45 

[46-55]

December 26
1st Sunday 

of Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 

26
Psalm 148 Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:41-52

Youth & 
Confirmation 

Amanda Rasner, Camp Director

End of Summer Worship Service

Grace & Peace,
Amanda Rasner, Camp Director
she/her/hers
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, Crystal Falls, MI
906.214.2267
www.fortunelake.org

After a long hiatus, plans are in the works to 
restart Senior Days at Fortune Lake!  With the 
increased vaccination rate among the senior 
population in our area, we hope to safely gather for 
fellowship, learning, and a meal. Come and join us for 
a day of wonderful conversation, delicious food, and 
great fun!

Senior Day is a wonderful way to reconnect with old 
friends and make a few new ones along the way! 
Gather in the Dining Hall from 10 am – 2 pm and 
enjoy a delightful day at FLLC, including a devotion, 
program, lunch, and fellowship! $10 donation per 
participant is requested. RSVP by the Friday before to 
(906) 214-2267.

Dates: Jan. 10, 2022
            Mar. 14, 2022
            May 9, 2022

Confirmation classes 
Sundays, 6 pm @ Bethel

Adults are encouraged to attend to help with 
discussion groups. Talk with Pastor Steve 

for more information. There will be no 
confirmation classes on December 26.

Angel Tree 
Items purchased for the 

Angel Tree must be 
returned to Faith no later 
than Dec 20. Thank you to 
those who purchased gifts 

to make a merrier 
Christmas for local 

families!

Christmas Dreams
Christmas Carol Event

 Monday, December 6 at 7:00 pm 
at St John Catholic Church, Ishpeming

Peter White Public Library in Marquette, through 
the generosity of the Carroll Paul Memorial Trust, 

presents: Christmas Dreams, a live and live stream 
Christmas carol event inspired by the writings and 

poetry of Louisa May Alcott. 
Event is free and open to the public. 

Masks are appreciated. 
Come hear some of the incredible Ishpeming 

musical talent and sing some favorite 
Christmas carols. 

Join us either in person or virtually at: 
Facebook.com/PeterWhitePublicLibrary

Facebook.com/IshpemingCatholicCommunity
www.IshpemingCatholic.com

http://www.fortunelake.org/
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[continued from page 4]
Prayer Calendar 

Prayer List [continued from p. 4]

Trinity: Brian Easterwood, Skip Lyons, Diane, 
Glenn Sarka, Jason, Mark Pajula, Lucille, Abel 
Barrett, Mark Chanen, Alan, Ari Paananen, 
Jeremy Levi, Jan Grove, Marilyn Andrew, Kim 
Brennan, & the families of Shirley Langsford and 
Eileen Peterson.

 
...our service men and women and their 
families: John Lawson, Christian Henderson, 
Andrew Kubas, Joshua & Cheyenne Perreault, 
Nathan Murray, Mike Hollenbeck, Craig Perry, 
Jacob Smith and Dan Best.

 
...those who are homebound or in nursing 
homes: Home: Mary Denney, Betty Mitchell, 
Sherry Watters, Marlene Anderson MCMCF: 
Melita Aho, Karen Lehman, Bill Neuroth. Mill 
Creek Memory Care: Pat Phare

Monthly Prayer Calendar 
[continued from p. 4]

14 Pray for all those with dementia, especially 
Alzheimer's Disease, for their families, and for 
their caregivers. Pray also for more research and 
a cure for this devastating disease. 
15 Pray for our Licensed Lay Ministers who 
celebrate birthdays this month: Bill Wendorf 
(12/16). 
16 Pray for those addicted to drugs, alcohol, and 
other substances who may find this season of 
family celebration particularly troublesome. We 
pray that the light of Christ Jesus may shine into 
their darkness. 
17 Pray for all those who are missing loved ones 
who have died as the holidays bring empty 
spaces at the table, especially families who have 
lost loved ones to COVID-19 during the 
pandemic.
18 Pray for all who are traveling to be with loved 
ones – may they have safe travels and happy 
homecomings … and for all who will be gathering 
with loved ones online due to concerns for their 
health and safety or boundaries that can’t be 
crossed. May they know that love is just as real 
when shared from a distance. 
19 Fourth Sunday of Advent … Stir up your 
power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 
serve you always. Amen. 
20 Pray for all businesses that serve visitors and 
tourists as they prepare for a time of increased 
visits and needs. 
21 Pray for Sunday School teachers and students 
as they prepare and share online pageants or 
other adaptations that proclaim God’s presence 
among us. 
22 Pray for the members of Augsburg Lutheran 
Church, Baltimore, MD; Beaver 
Creek-Keedysville Parish, Keedysville, MD; 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Brunswick, MD; and 
Bethel Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD. 
23 Pray for the poor among us as they struggle to 
celebrate the holy days with few resources, and 
for refugees, asylum seekers, and those who are 
displaced, as they grieve what they have lost and 
work to rebuild their lives. 

24 Pray for all who gather this day to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord Jesus. May we experience his 
presence in our gatherings and in our daily lives. 
25 Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir 
the hearts of people throughout the world, that we 
may bring about justice, righteousness, and peace 
for all people. May Peace on Earth become a 
reality. 
26 Pray for all who work at homeless shelters and 
food pantries, as they care for those in need. 
27 For blessings on all those men and women in 
the armed forces defending our country who are 
away from their families this holiday season. 
28 Pray for ministries in transition and 
congregations who are seeking rostered leaders to 
serve them, especially Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Florence, and their Interim Pastor Lisa 
Ubbelohde. 
29 For all those who are lonely and long for 
someone to talk to and help them celebrate during 
this otherwise festive season. 
30 Pray for victims of violence, especially those 
who have been targeted by hate crimes. May our 
world be changed by the one who welcomed all 
without conditions. 
31 Pray for world leaders as we look toward a new 
year. May we work together in new ways and care 
for the creation God has given to us.
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