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Cranberry red hymnal #151 - #893   Eggplant purple hymnal #901 - #1100 
 

We are one partnership, worshiping across two campuses –  

Bethel Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church.  

From the earliest days of the Church described in Acts, God’s people gathered in different places 

while sharing one faith, one mission, and one Spirit. We claim that same invitation today. 

Whether you are new to church, returning after time away, carrying faith or doubt, or seeking 

community; there is space for you here. 

One partnership. 

Two campuses. 

Many gifts. 

One body in Christ. 

Grace and peace to you: welcome. 

 
 

* Please stand as you are comfortable           
Prelude 
            

 Announcements 

 

* Confession and Forgiveness – All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 

is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 



3 
 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 

 

* Gathering Hymn    “As with Gladness Men of Old”   #302 

 

Greeting – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day (in unison) 

Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this 

day in the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts 

by the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

Words and Music by Catherine Pino © 2000 Catherine Pino; CCLI song 

#3322794 

  

You are the light of the world.  You are the light of the world 

So shine, shine, shine where you are.  You are the light of the world 

  

You are a candle in the dark… 

You are a star in the night… 

You are a campfire in the dark...  

You are the light of the world… 

 

 



4 
 

First Reading:  Malacai 3: 1-4 

  See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 

appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 

gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord, as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 15 (spoken responsively) 
1 How dear to me | is your dwelling, O | Lord of hosts! 
2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the Lord; my heart 

and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she 

may | lay her young, by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king | and my 

God. 
4 Happy are they who dwell | in your house! They will always be | praising 

you.  
5 Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, whose hearts are set on 

the | pilgrims’ way. 
6 Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 

for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
7 They will climb from | height to height, and the God of gods will be | seen in 

Zion. 
8 Lord God of hosts, | hear my prayer; give ear, O | God of Jacob. R 
9 Behold our defend- | er, O God; and look upon the face of | your anointed. 
10 For one day in your courts is better than a | thousand elsewhere. I would 

rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the 

tents | of the wicked. 
11 For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing | grace and glory; no good 

thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk | with integrity. 
12 O | Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their | trust in you! 
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Second Reading:  Hebrews 2: 14-18 

 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 

the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in 

slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels 

but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers 

and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 

the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to 

help those who are being tested. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation (congregation faces reader)

 
 

 

* The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 2: 22-40 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair 

of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
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righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to 

do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 

 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 a light for revelation to the gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 

destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will 

be opposed  so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 

will pierce your own soul, too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came 

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 

the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned 

to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
LIVING WATER 

Words and Music by unknown 

Verse 1   How lovely is your dwelling place, oh Lord God almighty 

               My soul yearns, it even faints for the courts of the Lord 

  

Chorus   You fill my soul with your living water and I am your child (2X) 

               Alleleuia... Alleleuia... Alleleuia... Alleleu (2X) 

  

Verse 2   Oh Lord God who saves me, day and night I cry out before you 

               May my prayer come before you, turn your ear to my cry  chorus 

  

End         You fill my soul with your living water and I am your child 
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 Hymn of the Day  “Jesus, the Light of the World”    #914 
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* Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* Prayers of Intercession  

                                     

* Sharing of the Peace – The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you.  

 

 Offering     “This Little Light of Mine”     #677 

       

 

* Offering Prayer 

 God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared 

for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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*Liturgy of Holy Communion  

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season; the assembly 

responds. 
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 Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

* The Lord’s Prayer    

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 Hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.      

 

Communion Distribution 

 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, including children of any age with their hands out. 

You will receive the host/bread (which is gluten-free) and wine/juice. Tell an usher if you 

need communion at your seat, or come to the altar rail, either standing or kneeling. 

 

 

                                   

Communion Hymn(s) “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”  #461 

    “One Bread, One Body”    #496 

 

Post Communion Blessing 

 

 

Sending Announcements  
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Sending Litany 

Blessed are You, O God, source of light eternal. You shine the light of  Christ 

among us. 

Illumine our hearts. Make them fit to be Your temple of mercy.  

At this table, we have cradled in our hands and touched to our lips  the 

Christ-Child. 

God, born in us, make us bread for the hungry. 

In this place, with faithful Anna and Simeon, we have sung praises to  the 

Christ-child. 

God, born in us, inspire us to trust Your eternal promises. 

With this light, we have seen the Christ-child. 

God, born in us, make us always bear You, the light of the world. 

 

* Benediction 

* Sending Hymn   “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”    #545 

 

Dismissal –Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude   
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB167089 
Church Copyright License® 21956952  
OneLicense #A-736231 
 

Bethel     How Can I Give?    Trinity 

 

 
 
 

 
 

SCAN ME!   Download the Vanco mobile app! 

 

 

 Feb 1, 2026 Bethel will be switching to 97.5 GTO for our radio broadcasts.  This is the same 

station that Trinity uses, so you can tune in each week at 10am to get this service (except 

when we have 4ISH services at Faith or Bethany).   

Broadcast Sponsorship - $80.00 
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On January 7th, the Councils of Bethany, Faith, Bethel and Trinity 

gathered to discern where consent was possible in building a new 

system of partnership for each, and all the ELCA congregations in 

Ishpeming. We have shared with you, previously, the foundational 

statement of our intent and our vision statement, guiding our new 

exploration in the Spirit, together as new partners. Our priorities for 

this initial consent stage were centered around: Worship, 

Communication, Governance, and Efficiency. 

The path before us is intentionally framed as a developing partnership rather than 

a completed structure. We are building something new; never done before and reliant 

on the experiences of our pastoral leaders to uplift lessons of their experience and 

lean into what might be possible if we are willing to grow together. As four Ishpeming 

churches, we have named our shared intention to partner together while continuing 

to discern the details of that relationship. In partnership with the Northern Great 

Lakes Synod, we are receiving Rev. Tim Johnston to serve Bethel and Trinity, and Rev. 

J. Michael Mills serving Bethany and Faith as pastors within this emerging model. Their 

pastoral focus will be rooted in these specific communities and they will work to 

balance their partnership of leadership across the 4ISH. Beginning February 1, 2026, 

ministries and partnerships will partner together and grow in stages, allowing space 

for evaluation, learning, and faithful course-correction over time. The most important 

aspect of this for all of us is the worship schedule, which for each of the new partners, 

will alternate each Sunday between partnership locations, beginning with Bethany and 

Trinity on February 1st. February 8th, worship services will be held at Faith and Bethel.  

These covenants and agreements function as building blocks rather than final 

answers. Grounded in trust, transparency, and generosity, this approach recognizes 

that faithful discernment requires room to try, to assess what bears fruit, and to 

adjust together. Struggle and disagreement are understood not as failure, but as part 

of the formative work of partnership. Each congregation brings distinct gifts that 

strengthen the whole Body of Christ, and shared leadership structures are designed to 

support accountability, clarity, and unity once decisions are made. We move forward 

convinced that God is calling us not to erase difference, but to embody deeper 

partnership; trusting that the road ahead will continue to unfold as we walk it 

together. 


